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SOVIET AND AMERICANS CROP PROSPECTS 
ANNCR: 

THERE'S GOOD NEWS IN PROSPFCT FOR AMERICAN AND SOVIET FARMERS, 
EXPERTS SAY THIS YFAR'S HARVESTS ARF QUITE PROMISING, VOA'S 
LARRY LESUEUR HAS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

IF ALL GOES WELL, AND THE WEATHFR IS NORMAL FOR THE REST 
OF THE SEASON, EXPERTS SAY THERE WILL BE BUMPFR GRAIN HARVFSTS 
HERE AND IN THE SOVIET UNION. INDEED, THE WINTER WHEAT HARVEST 
IN THE U.S.S.R. COULD SET A RECORD AND REACH THE GOAL SET BY 
MOSCOW OF TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY MILLION METRIC TONS, TWELVE 
PERCENT MORE THAN LAST YFAR. AND AMFRICAN WHEAT FARMFRS ARE 
HAPPY OVER PROSPECTS FOR WHAT MAY BE ONE OF THFIR MOST PROFITABLE 
HARVFSTS IN YEARS, EVEN THOUGH THE VOLUME OF HARVESTED GRAIN WILL 
PROBABLY BE SOMEWHAT SMALLER THAN LAST YEAR, IN FACT, EARLY THIS 
YEAR, THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE SUGGESTED THAT FARMERS 
TAKE ANOTHER TEN PERCENT OF THEIR ACREAGE OUT OF MAJOR CROP 
PRODUCTION, FOLLOWING THE HEAVY GRAIN SURPLUSSES THAT PILED 
UP DURING THE PAST THREE YEARS. 

ALSO, FUTURE AMERICAN HARVESTS OF CORN AND SOYBEANS, THE 
MAINSTAYS OF ANIMAL FFEDS, ARE EXPECTED TO BF LARGER THAN LAST 
YEAR, GIVING PROMISE OF LOWER U.S. CONSUMER MFAT PRICES NEXT 
YEAR, 

THE SOVIET UNION IS A MAJOR CUSTOMER FOR U.S. GRAIN, BUT 
A BUMPER WHEAT HARVEST IN THF U.S.S.R. WILL NOT NECESSARILY MEAN 
BAD ECONOMIC NEWS FOR AMERICAN FARMERS, THE SOVIETS ARE EXPECTED 
TO PURCHASE 15 MILLION METRIC TONS OF GRAIN THIS YEAR FROM THE 


U.S. UNDER THE TERMS OF A FIVE YEAR U.S.-SOVIET AGREEMENT THAT 
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WENT INTO EFFECT IN OCTOBFR, 1976. THAT AGREEMENT FOLLOWED SOME 
LEAN HARVEST YFARS IN THF SOVIFT UNION, WHERE WEATHER CONDITIONS 
ARE MORE VARIABLE THAN IN THF UNITED STATES. GEOGRAPHIC CONDITIONS 
ALSO PLAY A ROLE. MUCH OF THE SOVIET UNION ENDURES SEVERE COLD 

AND A SHORTFR GROWING SEASON, 

BECAUSE SOVIET AGRICULTURF IS SOCIALIZED, WITH ONLY ONE 
OR TWO PERCENT OF THF CROPLAND IN PRIVATE PLOTS, SOVIFT FARMING 
IS CHARACTERIZED BY A RELATIVELY SMALL NUMBER OF VERY LARGF STATE 
AND COLLECTIVE FARMS, EACH EMPLOYS SEVERAL HUNDRED HOUSEHOLDS. 
THESE SOVIET FARMS ARE MUCH LARGER THAN THF AVERAGE U.S. FARM, 

BUT AMERICAN FARMS COMPENSATE FOR THEIR SMALLER SIZE BY BEING 
MUCH MORE NUMEROUS, 

UNLIKE THE SOVIET FARM SYSTEM, MOST AMERICAN FARMS ARE 
MANAGED AND WORKED BY SINGLE HOUSFHOLDS, BUT THF U.S. CAPITAL 
INVESTMENT IS LARGER, WITH PROPORTIONATELY TWICF AS MANY TRUCKS 
AND TRACTORS AS SOVIET FARMS, THFSF FACTORS ARE THOUGHT TO ACCOUNT 
FOR THE HIGHER U.S. YIFLDS PER HECTARF IN MOST FOOD COMMODITIES, 
SUCH AS CORN, WHEAT, SUGAR BEFTS AND POTATOES. 

IT'S UNDERSTOOD: THAT THE SOVIET GOVFRNMENT PLANS TO USF SOME 
OF ITS U.S. GRAIN PURCHASFS TO BUILD-UP ITS LIVE-STOCK HERDS 
DEPLETED DURING ITS LEAN YEARS. IN ADDITION, IT'S BELIEVED THAT 
MOSCOW WISHES TO REBUILD ITS GRAIN STOCKPILES. THE U.S. HAS 
ALREADY BUILT UP A SIZEABLE GRAIN RESERVE. SINCE ADDITIONS 
TO THE RESERVES ARE STILL UNDERWAY, THE OVERALL U.S. GRAIN RESERVE 
WILL SOON REACH TOTALS EXCEFDING ONE YEAR'S DOMESTIC SUPPLY. 
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